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Injured [phrigema; 
A True HISTORY. 


In which the Nature of 


| LIBELLOUS PARAGRAPHS, 


Calculated 


| To Dis runs the Peace of FAMILIES, 


Is Set in a Proper Light ; 
And the Neceſſity of Preventing them by 
An Expreſs LAW, 


Is candidly enquired into, and impartially 
conſidered. 
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THE | 
Injured IDHIGENIA. 


Ccording to your Wiſh, Dear 
WI Sir, that I ſhould have a little 
Leiſure upon my Hands, at the 
Time of my receiving your 


Letter; it found me juſt on the Point of 
going to my little Houſe out of Town, 


that very Evening the Miſchief as you 
rightly foreſaw happened, and the Wea- 
ther proving Cloudy, the next Day I 
judged that I could not be better em- 
ploy'd, than in my Endeavour to ex- 


q cute your Commands, and to give you 
all the Satisfaction in an Affair of this 


+ Kind, that it is in my Power to give; the 


” tranſcribing and reviewing ſome few Paſ- 


| ſages, have occupied all this Morning, 


and if the Pains I have taken, will con- 
tribute to your paſſing half an Hour 


2 agreeably, and aſſiſt at the ſame Time in 


ſetting your Thoughts to rights, upon fo 
| B delicate 
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delicate a Subject, I ſhall think them 
exceedingly well beſtowed, and myſelf 
amply rewarded by learning the News. 
| NeARcnvus, you tell me, is a Man of 
great Wealth and much induſtry, one 
who takes an equal Pleaſure in acquiring, 
and in enjoying his Fortune, extreamly 
happy in his Family, reſpected by his 
Neighbours, and beloved by all that know 
him, He has, you ſay, purely from a 
Principle of Affection, and the Hopes of 
adding to the Felicity of his Life, and 
ſecuring the Welfare of his Poſterity, 
made the amiable Irx1cenia his Wife, 
without any regard to that Circumſtance, 
which in the preſent Age is uſually firſt 
conſidered, I mean her having or not 
having a Fortune, I find you have not 
lived in the World ſo many Years for no- 
thing, by your ſhort Remark, Whether 


this was prudent or not, I ſhall not offer to 


determine? Indeed, Dear Sir, you are 
very modeſt, and I cannot fafliciently 
commend the Reſolution you have taken, 
not to decide a Cauſe, where the Evi- 
dence can never come before you. 
Let pray my gord Friend, Why m 
it not be prudent ? May there not be ot 
Qualities in a Wife, as neceſſary, or 
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even more neceſſary, than a Fortune; 


and if theſe Qualities are found, may 
they 


— 3 2  - Mc ,v,VATD 


her 


9 


222 0 — md WY Hl 9 >. 


3 1 


they not attone for the Want of that? 
Or, if Fortune be a thing ſo very eſſen- 
tial to Happineſs, what if a Man has 


enough for himſelf and his Wife too ? Is 
he then obliged to be as ſcrupulous about 
Money, as if he was in Danger of letting 
his Children become burthenſome to the 


Pariſh ? Anſwer me fincerely, though 
you are an old Batchelor, May it not 
only be excuſable, but even commendable 
in a Man, who 1s very rich, and wants a 
Wife for many Reaſons, amongſt which 


that of Money makes no Appearance at 


all; I fay, in ſuch a Caſe as this, may 
not the rich Man, very prudently, take a 
Woman with all the good Qualities he 


Wants, though ſhe happens to have no 
Fortune, which is a Thing he does not 
want? The Caſe is plain; Things are 
right or wrong, good or evil, prudent 


or imprudent, juſt as they are circum- 
ſtanced, \ 

But methinks you have anſwered your 
own Remark more fully than I can do, 
by adding immediately after, They have 
lived hitherto, in all Appearance, as hap- 


pily, as married People can do, and are 
* bleſſed with a numerous Poſterity. Why 
then, Sir, ſhould you make the leaſt 


Doubt about the Prudence of ſuch a Mar- 
riage ? Depend upon it, my Fiend, that 
B 2 he 
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[4] 
he. who marries without Views of For- 
tune, has nothing at Heart but to be 


happy in his Marriage; ſo that with all 


your ſage Precaution, you may take it 
for granted, that theſe People not only 
appeared to be, but were really happy. 
You have too much good Senſe, to take 
it amiſs, If I obſerve that, as a ſingle 
Man, you can have no adequate Idea of 
domeſtick Happineſs ; to ſay the Truth, 


your own Expreflion ſhews it, As happy 
as married People can do. Juſt ſo the 
Deaf talk of Muſick, and the blind Man 


thoſe that can hear and ſee, but to thoſe. 


of har They may be very fine, to 


that/ cannot, Impotence renders it a 
Doubt, whether they are ſo or no. 

As all Griefs are aſſuaged, ſo all Plea» 
ſures ightened by Participation, 
where the Pleaſures are of a Nature ca- 
pable of being participated without Envy 
or Diſturbance. It is for this Reaſon, 
that a Man is generally more chearful in 
Company, than when alone; and that he 
laughs ten times at his Table, for once 
that he ſmiles in his Cloſet. Believe me, 
Sir, that the Caſe will hold in reſpect to ſin- 
gle Men, and thoſe who have Families; 
ſuppoſing them alike chearful in their 
Tempers, and eaſy in their Circumſtances; 
that is to ſay, Sir, the Maſter of the Fa- 

mily 
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f 13 will be, generally ſpeaking, in bet- 


ter Temper, or as the modern Phraſe is, 
in higher Spirits, than his ſolitary Friend. 
von have an Opportunity, Sir, of making 
the Experiment where you are, be but 
careful, and I ſhall rely upon your Re- 
port, though I could eaſily convince you 
by Arguments, that the Thing muſt be 
ſo, from the Powers veſted in us by Na- 
ture. 

But it ſeems that, in the Judgment of 


ſome of your Neighbours, this Felicity 


has been interrupted by a moſt injurious, 
falſe, and ſcandalous Rumour, of which, 
though no body knows the Author, yet 
the Reporters have been ſo numerous, 
that the whole Country rings with it; 
pon which you demand my Sentiments, 
Whence it ſhould ſpring ? What Reme- 
dies could be applied, in caſe it finds a 

ay into the Publick Papers? And what 
Foreſight I may have of the Conſe- 
Quences? You then make me a very 
pliging Compliment, for which I thank 
you ; and your Remark is very judi- 
Gous, that though this be a particular 
aſe, yet from the prevailing Paſſion for 
Gander, it is not like to be very uncom- 
mon ; lo that whoever can give a juſt Ac- 
Punt of the Points in which you deſire 
be ſatisfied, will ſettle a Caſe of ſome 
Importance 
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the Experiment where you are, be but 
careful, and I ſhall rely upon your Re- 
port, though I could eafily convince you 
by Arguments, that the Thing muſt be 
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But it ſeems that, in the judgment of 


ſome of your Neighbours, this Felicity 


; as been interrupted by a moſt injurious, 


Falſe, and ſcandalous Rumour, of which, 
though no body knows the Author, yet 
the Reporters have been ſo numerous, 


[ at the whole Country rings with it ; 


pon which you demand my Sentiments, 
Whence it ſhould ſpring ? What Reme- 
1 ies could be applied, in caſe it finds a 
Fay into the Publick Papers? And what 


| Ae I may have of the Conſe- 
Quences? You then make me a, very 


@liging Compliment, for which I hank 
pu; and your Remark is very judi- 
ous, that though this be a particular 
ſe, yet from the prevailing Paſſion for 
; ander, it is not like to be very uncom- 
gon; ſo that whoever can give a juſt Ac- 
unt of the Points in which you deſire 
© be ſatisfied, will ſettle a Caſe of ſome. 
Importance 
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Importance to the Tranquility of private 


Life, which you very rightly ſay, may 


be of as much Uſe, though not altogether 
of ſo great Profit, as giving a right Opi- 
nion upon a Law Caſe, which however 
common in occurring, has never yet been 


ſettled or judicially decided. 
As to the firſt of your Demands, 


Whence it ſhould ſpring? As it is a Point 
of Fact, you might eaſily fatisfy yourſelf 


by Enquiry ; whereas at this Diſtance, 


and without any other Knowledge than 


what your Letter gives me of the Perſons, 


F can only ſend you my Conjectures. In 
the firſt Place, then, it is very poſſible it 


may ariſe from Envy. This Vice may 


be very properly defined, The Malady of a 4 
bad Heart, from the Contemplation of 


Happineſs poſſeſſed by others, I ſay a 


bad Heart, becauſe if the Heart is not t- 
bad, it can never be liable to this Diſtem- bar 


per. If Ipbigenia has had extraordinary 
good Fortune, and her early Virtues, and 
blooming Qualities, have been ſo ſuddenly 3 


productive of Happineſs, it is not at all K 


wonderful, that it ſhould ſtir Envy, in } 


her own Sex eſpecially, who finding it 


out of their Power to defeat, incline to I 


diſturb her Felicity, by repreſenting her 
as unworthy of it. This has frequently 
happened, Hi I might calily cite you a 
ariety 


i» | EU] 
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er Variety of Inſtances, ſuch as Mariamne, 


i- the Wife of Herod, the Conſort of one 


er ot the Ptolemy's, King of Egypt, or the 


en 3 Story of a Ducheſs of Orleans in the laſt 
Age, who is ſaid to have paid with her 
ds, Life for the Whims that were put into 
int her Husband's Head by thoſe who en- 
elf vied that Princeſs the Influence ſhe had 
ce, over two great Monarchs. 
an But I will content myſelf with a fami- 
ns, liar Story, for the Truth of which J will 
In be accountable, A very rich Merchant 
> it of this City, ſomewhat advanced in Years, 
May married the Daughter of a Friend of his, 
fa who died in bad Circumſtances, She was 
of very handſome, very virtuous, and took 
y a all the Precautions that a Woman could 
not take, to deſerve the Affection of her Huſ- 
em- band, and eſcape the Cenſure of the 
ary [World. It happened that the Merchant 
and had a Siſter, who, after a Marriage of 
-nly her own Making, became a Widow with 
t all ſeveral Children, whoſe ſole Support, as 
„in Jrell as her own, was the Kindneſs of this 
g it Fealthy Brother. This unhappy Woman, 
e to fearing this Marriage might be prejudicial 
her #0 her and her Family, found Means to 
ently inſinuate to the Merchant, that his Wife 


ou aWrank ; which Story received no other 


riety Pountenance, than from frequent Fluſh- 
gs in the Face, with which ſhe was 
\ | troubled. 


| 
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troubled. It is inconceivable what Diſ- 
cord and Miſchief this occaſioned; ſo 
that for the Space of above a Twelve- ' 
month the whole Family was in the ut- 7 
moſt Diforder, The Uneaſineſs her Huſ- 
band expreſſed every Time theſe Fluſh- ' 
ings appeared, heightened ſo ſlight a Ma- 
lady into Fits, which at once increaſed ? 
the poor Lady's Misfortunes and his Un- 
kindneſs; the Cauſe of which, however, 


he ſtudiouſly concealed. 


At length he conceived in his own Mind 
a ſtrong Reſolution of parting with her; 
in order to which he reſolved to find 
ſome Means of detecting her in this ſup- 


PP _ ka | | 
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poſed Vice, that the World might be ce 


apprized of the Reaſon of ſo ſtrange an 
Action, without Prejudice to a Boy and 


a Girl that his Wife had brought him. 3© 


The Apartments in their Houſe were ſo 
fituated, that the Cloſet of her Bed- 
Chamber was divided from his Compt- 


ing-Houſe only by a thin Partition; he Hui 


contrived to make a Hole through this, F 
and after watching her very narrowly for 


about three Weeks, he caught her in: the fen 


Fact; for he ſaw her drink a Wine Glaſs F 
full of a yellow Liquor, and ſoon after a 
ſecond, and a third, in the Morning. He 
was now ſo ſatisfied of the Truth of what F* 
he had been told, that it made him eaſier 


in 
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in bis Mind; and he treated her at Diner 
with ſuch unuſual Civilities, that the poor 
) Lady's Spirits were ſo elevated by them, as 
to leave him without the leaſt Doubt that 
ſhe was fluſtered. As ſoon as Dinner was 
. 7 over, and the Servants were withdrawn, 
„he acked her for the Key of her Cloſet, 
Which ſhe delivered him wih ſuch an Ait 
d of Innocence and Alacrity as ſurprized 
1. him. He opened the Door, and upon 
r. the Table found the Bottle and the Glafs. 
a He took up the former, and asked her, 
nd I bal it was? She anſwered, without the 
r: leaſt Heſitation, that it was Succory-Wa- 
nd ter, of which his Siſter had adviſed her 
to drink three Glaſſes in a Morning, as 2 


12 certain Remedy for the Fluſhings in ber 
"an Face. The Merchant fat down a little, 
and and after a few Minutes Reflection pour- 
nim. ed out the Liquor, conſidered its Colour, 
ſo taſted it, and found it to be in Truth a 
zed- Very inſipid Simple Water. 


His Heart was then ſo full, that he 


wa nuitted the Room, and having taken a 
ſkin if 4 reaſonable Time to compoſe his Thoughts, 


Feturned to his Wife with a ſmiling Coun- 
"the if Fenance, and told her the whole Story, 
Glaſs Þ ith all its Circumſtances. I need not 

#1! you that the Reconciliation was very 
fincere; but the Conſequences of it were 
= Fery extraordinary. The Lady had now 
C. ſuch 
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fuch an Aſcendant over her Husband, that 
ſhe could do with him what ſhe pleaſed. 
The Uſe ſhe made of ir was to oblige 
him to ſend for his Siſter, who lived a 
Mile or two out of Town, and who 
came the next Day to dinner, and accord- 
ing to the Terms of the Invitation, 
brought her whole Family with her. 
When the Entertainment was over, the 
Children were ordered to withdraw, Our 
Fair one, who was but ſeven and twenty, 
laid hold of this critical Conjuncture, to 
extort from her Husband a Promiſe, that 
he would repair his paſt ill Uſage in what 
Manner ſhe thought fit. The Husband 
conſented unwillingly ; the Siſter changed 
Colour, and trembled ; but the Lady * 
22 altered the Scene : 7 know, ſaid 
e, you are a Man of Honour, and will F re 
not break your Mord. My Requeſt then is 5 

this; your Fortune will 45 it; and I 42 g 
fire you will ſettle Five Hundred Pounds fi 
upon each of your Nephews and Neices, and gr 
grant your Siſter an Annuity of Sixty Ci 
Pounds @ Year, that we may never be un th 
eaſy again, Theſe Terms were complichl ab! 
with, 1 two Ladies lived for eighteen Fa 
Vears together in the moſt intimate = 
Friendſhip, and without ſuffering this 
Adventure to be known to any, except 
the eldeſt Neice of the Merchant; who the 
related} am 


Nr Nee . 
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related it after the Death of her Mother, 


and her Uncle. 


Another Species of Envy there is, that 


in this degenerate Age is but too com- 


mon, and ſprings uſually from the low 
and dirty Diſpoſition of Servants. Theſe 
People frequently take it into their Heads 
to become the Cenſors of thoſe whoſe 


Bread they eat; and, forgetting all the 
Obligations they lie under to their kindeſt 
Benefactors, make no Scruple of telling 
all they know to their Companions, and, 
which is much worſe, coining Tales out 
of their own Brains for their Amuſement, 
and by a frequent Repetition of their 
Lies, come at length to believe they have 
changed their Nature, and that there is 
really ſomewhat of Fact in Fictions that 
no body can ſo well as themſelves know 
to be falſe. Theſe dangerous Tales are 


firſt breathed in a Whiſper ; but they 


grow louder by Degrees, improve in their 
$ Circumſtances, and gather Strength in 
their Paſſage. This, you know, is agree- 
able to the Character that Virgil gives of 
Fame, which, as it is copied from Na- 
© ture, ſo it is in no Danger of ever loſing 
its Likeneſs | | 


This Humour of abuſing and traducing 


their Betters, is in a manner epidemick 
$ amongſt the meaner Sort of People; and 
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for which, I believe, no better Cauſe can 
be aſſigned than that levelling Principle 
which is obſervable in moſt Countries, 
and more eſpecially in thoſe the Inhabi- 
tants of which are free. By this Means 
theſe inſolent and ill-principled Spirits 
avenge themſelves of what they take to 
be the Injuries of Fortune, for you muſt 
know, that there is hardly a Chamber- 
maid in England, who does not think ſhe 
deſerves to be a Ducheſs, and ſcarce a 
ſpruce Footman that you meet, but be- 
lieves that he could make a better Figure, 
and a better Uſe of a Fortune, than his 


Maſter. Among Perſons of ſuch extraor- 


dinary Talents, there is no Wonder if a 
Lie, once broached, circulates with the 
greateſt Eaſe, and finds numerous Vouchers 
for every Part, each being ready to eſpouſe 
the Circumſtance of his or her adding; 
and thus, in a Week or two's Time, what 
was coined in a Garret or a Chimney 
Corner flies over a whole County. 

There is a third Species of Envy, to 
which the lower Sort of Gentry are ex- 
treamly prone, more eſpecially with re- 
ſpect to their richer Neighbours, and ſuch 
among them in particular, as owe their 
Eſtates to Trade. They ſee with incon- 
ceivable Uneaſineſs that Splendor which 
they cannot arrive at, and are ms 

wit 


th 
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Sith that Affluence and Bounty of which 
perhaps they partake. This puts them 
upon wiſhing for any Opportunity of di- 
miniſhing that Grandeur which galls them 


o much, and inclines them to credit any 


hing they hear, though without Evidence, 
and againſt Probability; of ſuch, as they 
hate without Cauſe, and it may be in 
Ppite of Obligations. As you have a ge- 
geral Acquaintance, you cannot but be 
#&nſible of this; it is one of the worſt 
Symptoms of our Corruption, and at the 
ſame Time I am ſorry to ſay, that there 
V hardly any Symptom more common, 
Irhich, however, does not hinder it from 
being very black and very baſe. 

The next Point is the Papers, which, 
Without doubt, admit theſe kind of Ru- 
mours, and many others, with too great 
acility, conſidering how dearly private 
Families pay for ſuch publick Amuſe- 
ments. Yet I cannot think, as ſome do, 
hat this is a Proof of the intolerable Li- 
Fentiouſneſs of the Preſs ; becauſe, though 
t is ſometimes the Effect of Malice and 
and III-will, yet, from a very unaccount- 
able Turn in many People's Diſpoſitions, 
t ſometimes flows from the Deſire of the 
Parties themſelves, as in a late Caſe of a 
Gentleman who had two Wives, where 
Himſelf and his Rival concurred in divert- 

= Ing 


appears to me a good Reaſon why proper 
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ing the World with a Story, cruel ingre! 
ſome, and in all Reſpects infamous. Thegffo 
Advertiſements that are frequently pub- Hor 
liſhed by Gentlemen who are deſirous of was 
finding out Ladies, and again by Ladies 
who in their Turn would willingly ſpeak 
in private with Gentlemen, are at once 
highly ſcandalous in themſelves, and pro- 
ductive of very bad Conſequences, An; 
inconſiderate Foreigner has gone ſo far as 

to make this a Ground of national Re- 
flection, and to aſſert, that it is common 
for Engliſh Ladies to attempt the Gratifi- 
cation of irregular Paſſions by publick: 
Advertiſements ; which, I muſt confeſs,} 


Notice ſhould be taken of ſuch Sort of 
Practices. You know much better than} 
I, that in the laſt Age there was a Court? 
where Things of this Kind were cogni- pet 
zable, and where Offenders were ſure of zn. 
being puniſhed as they deſerved ; but ag 
it was found neceſlary to aboliſh that! 
Court from its Exorbitancy, ſo we may 
learn from thence, that ſuch Offences as! 
theſe are to be chaſtiſed with great Dil-? 
cretion. | 1 

There want not ſtill Ways and Means 


of doing this, and Courts of Judicature 
are always ready to puniſh with Severity,$-c 
Libels prejudicial to private Perſons, and 


the 1 


E 
the Intereſt of Families. It may be, how- 
el ingver, that you think ſuch Puniſhments 
Thegfford no Reparation, and that a Reputa- 
pub-tjon once wounded cannot be cured. This 
us of gas the Notion of a Spaniard, who being 
adies bund innocent of an Offence after he had 
[peak Yeen puniſhed for it, and the Magiſtrates 
once Effered to make him amends, by cauſing 


pro- is Innocence to be proclaimed with the 

An me Solemnity as his Sentence, declined 
far ai their Favour, and only deſired they would 
_Re- Ry no more of it. To ſpeak freely, the 


mon 
atifi 
blick 
nfeſs 
roper 
rt ol 


paniard was in the right, and unleſs it 
> for the Sake of publick Juſtice, a Man 
ad better paſs by ſuch Affronts, how- 
er grating, than reſent them ; becauſe 
is contributes to increaſe the Noiſe, and 
Make that Falſhood known to Thouſands 
thanMſtead of Hundreds. | | 
-ourtF Beſides, though there is a Difference 
ogni-Þetween Speaking and Writing a Fact, 
re of nd ſtill a greater between Speaking and 
ut as Printing; yet none of theſe Methods, 
that hough they diffuſe the Scandal, can make 
maj any thing more than a Scandal; for let 
es a: falſe Fact be whiſpered or printed in 
Diſ. Papitals, it will be ſtill alike falſe; and 
the more notorious it becomes, the Falſe- 
ood is alſo ſo much the more notorious, 
t is very true, that this is but a ſmall 


leans? 
ature? 


erity,onſolation, but then it is the only Con- 
, and 4 | ſolation 


the 
* 
4 
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ſolation that can be had; and as this is 
known, People muſt be: content with? 
what can be had, unleſs, as I ſaid before, 
from a Principle of publick Spirit, they 1 
are Willing to undervalue their private Re- 
putation, for the Sake of publick juſtice, 
and with that View republiſh the Calum- 
ny, by commencing a Proſecution. " 
There is but one of theſe Methods to gt 
be made Choice of, either to fit down Wil 
filently under an Inſult offered by thought - ec 
leſs and inconſiderate People, who neither F ® 
reflect on the Inexcuſableneſs of their own $© 
Conduct, or the irreparable Miſchief they $*< 
do to others; which is perhaps the moſt F'® 
expedient : Or to call the Offenders to u 
Account, in the Way that is preſcribed . 
by Law, which is very practicable, and 
muſt bring ſomebody to Puniſnment; 
though at the ſame Time it keeps up the 
Memory of the Scandal, and perhaps pro- 
cures a Record of an infamous Fiction, 
. that otherwiſe its own Falſhood would, 
almoſt inſtantaneouſly, have buried in F 
Oblivion, | 
There may be, indeed, many Inſtances F' 
given, where the firſt of theſe Methods, F 
though always moſt to be wiſhed, cannot 
however be taken, There may be Caſes, 
where a Man, in his own Defence, finds 
himſelf under an abſolute Neceſſity of 
9 in a Judicial Way, Falſhoods 
; that I 


Wo Wo 
vith What affect his Character in a manner too 
ore, ſenſible to be deſpiſed with Safety. But 


they or my own Part I cannot th: nk, and 
Re- Wpon Reflection I dare ſay you will not 
tice, | Shink, that this Aſſertion comes under 
um- mat Notion, and that for this plain and 


obvious Reaſon, becauſe the Falſhood of 


18 to muſt ſulliciently appear, without bein 
own liſplayed to publick View by a legal Pro- 
ght · Jecution, and yet that ſeems the chief 


Point to be aimed at by ſuch a Proſecu- 
Fon. If, therefore, without Law or Cla- 


— mour, one may obtain as ample Repara- 
moſt lion, as by the Sentence of a Court of 
s to adicature, it is. ſafer, cheaper, and bets 
ibed fer, to receive it in ths Way, than after 


ö e Money ſpent, and various 
Hazards run, to be at laſt obliged for it 


. the Lawyers. Character is certainly a 
pro- ry nice Thing in both Sexes, and for 
tion, His very Reaſon there is nothing more 
2uld, pt to ſuffer by much Handling. A Scan- 
1 in Hal contemned, is a Scandal Buried; but 


Scandal reſented, is kept alive by that 
ry Reſentment ; and when we have re- 


2 Eived all the Satis action that can be had, 
els Je have-ſtill the Mortification of hearing 
ſes, Reople ſay, That is the Perſon who re- 
finds overed in ſuch an Action, or that is the 
y of Man of whom ſuch and ſuch a Thing was 
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n Things always diſagreeable and 1 


diſtaſteful! 


E know very well, that from the Recti- 7 
tude of your Notions, and the Upright- 
neſs of your own Heart, you will pre- 
ſently complain, that our Laws are not 
amended in this Particular; and that a 
ſhorter Road to Juſtice, is not cut out. 
You will ſay, that there is ſomething 
abſurd, in hanging a Man for ſtealing! 
one's Handkerchief, and allowing him to 


take away one's good Name with Impu- n 


nity ; you will diſpute the Juſtice of a ve 
Conſtitution, that makes the Cutting off er 
a Man's Ear capital, and leaves him 
without Remedy for the Deſtruction 'of ? 
his Character and his Peace. All this, . 
at firſt Sight, is ſo juſt, and ſo reaſon- 
able, that it might be imagined, nothing 
could be offered againſt it; but when one 
reflects, that this has been always as juſt, u 
and as reaſonable, as it is at preſent, and Are 
that notwithſtanding this, the LegiſlatureW 

have never thought proper to preſcribe Are 
any ſuch ſummary Method, one muſt h. 
ſuppoſe, that Reaſons of at leaſt an equal 
Weight, lie on the other Side of the 
Queſtion ; and therefore it is e to 
enquire out and conſider theſe. | 


{ 


2900 


In the firſt Place, we are to remember, 

d hat it is of the higheſt Importance to 
| he Welfare of a Nation, that Crimes 
_— Mould be detected and diſcloſed; and it 
ht- ſould be found a very difficult Thing to 
re- provide for this, and at the ſame Time 


not o eſtabliſh ſuch a quick and ſummary 
0 * ethod of puniſhing Calumnies. For as 
out. ii Men are very dextrous in giving a 
ing rong Turn to the beſt Laws, ſo there 
ling Js great Reaſon to believe, that if any 


1 to uch Law was to be made, they would 
pu- nd Means to pervert it; and thus it 
fa vould do as much Hurt, or more, in 
; Ot Fcreening ſome Offenders, that it would 

um Yo Good, in bringing others to Juſtice. 


1 of e ought alſo to reflect, that though 
this, Fery great Inconveniencies happen, and 
ſon- Frievous Injuries are done, by the mali- 
hing Fious Diſpoſition of forging, repeating, 


Ind circulating Scandals ; yet this very 
umour, has alſo gcod Effects, for it 
reates great Caution and Circumſpection 


ature the Behaviour of thoſe, who are de- 
cribeWrous of eſtabliſhing an irreproachable 
muſt Tharacter; and it is of no leſs Service in 
qual Witinguiſhing and pointing out to pub- 
the Ick View, Perſons deſtitute of Princi- 
ry to les, who, as they are capable of doing 


Every ill Action in their Power, would be 


D 2 infinitely 


L 20 
infinitely more dangerous to Society, if 
this Liberty of expoling them was cur-# 
tailed. 

It imyorts us likewiſe to keep in mind, 
that thoſe who perpetrate the worſt of 
Actions, generally ſpeaking, apply all} 
their Canning to obſcure and darken 
Circumſtances attending them, ſo as to 
throw all the Evidence capable of bring- 
ing them to Juſtice, as far out of Reach 
as is polithle, Now as this is a Grievance! 
and Miſchief to the Publick, of a very! 
dangerous and deſtructive Nature, fo the 
only Remedy of which it is capable, 15] 
the Tolera ion of Rumours, that may] 
bring ſich kind of Crimes to Light. For 
if Men's Tongues were ſo tied up, as that? 
they ſhould be accountable for mention- 
ing their Surmiſes to each other, if they 
could ndt furniſh immediate Proof ; that! 
very Circumſtance would go near to ſtifle? 
all Proofs. For we very well know, and 
the Experience of every Day vouches it, 
that theſe kind of Whi ſpers precede the . 
Diſcovery of the blackeſt Crimes. And 
though it is the fouleſt Injuſtice to pre. 
ſume a Man guilty, upon a flying and 
unſupported Rumour ; yet, with reſpec 
to the Vublick, it would be as great In- 
juſt! ce, if all Rumours weie reſtrained by 


* * Law. 
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Law, becauſe Suſpicion neceſſarily goes 
before Conviction, and is a kind of na- 


SZ tural Hue and Cry to find out a Crimi— 


nal, who by artfully contriving to hide 
his Guilt, endeavours to defeat the Laws, 
and to continue in a Condition of doing, 
& whatever his wicked Will ſuggeſts, under 
the Direction of a crooked and covered 

Cunning. | 
Beſides all this, There is nothing more 
notorious, than that the Liberty of 
Speaking, Writing, and Printing, is pro— 
ductive of ſo many, and ſo great Advan- 
tages, that to ſacrifice theſe, for tlie 
avoiding of ſome Inconveniences, though 
theſe too may be great and injurious, is 
highly unreaſonable; becauſe the Intereits 
of Men, in reſpect to their Perſons and 
Families, is inferior in its Nature, to their 
Intereſts conſidered as Members of So- 
ciety; and therefore the Zenefits they re- 
ceive in this laſt Light, ought to be con- 
ſidered, and when they are calm and cool 
they will conſider them, as more than 
equivalent, for the Prejudices to which 
they may be liable in their other Capacity, 
In a Word, Sir, when you come to weigh 
ſeriouſly the Maxims of the Supreme 
Governor of all Things, who ſuffers the 
dun to ſhine upon the Juſt and the Un- 
| RES juſt, 


ee 

juſt, who beſtows the former and the lat- 
Er Rain alike on the Good and on the 
Evil, and who ſuffers'the Tares to grow 
together with the Torn, becauſe the one 
cannot be plucked up or deſtroyed with- 
out the other; you will not judge the 
Policy of your Country deficient, in pur- 
ſuing the like Method, more eſpecially 
when you reflect upon what J have be- 
fore hinted, that the general Complaint 
of abſolute Want of Remedy, is not well 
founded; but that the Party thus in- 
jured, if aſter weighing all Circumſtances 
he thinks it expedient, may have an ade- 
quate Remedy as the Law now ſtands; 
and it may be wiſhed, that out of Reſpect 
to the Public, and an humane Deſire of 
preventing ſuch Things ſor the future, 
fome Examples were made of thoſe hafty 
and 1njudicious Scriblers, who commur 
ſcandalous Paragraphs to the Prels, either 
with an ill Meaning, or no Meaning at 
all, and who either wickedly or wantonly 
facrifice other People's Peace to their 
own Profit. 


Laſtly, In reſpect to the Conſequences 
you will give me Leave to ſpeak my Mind 
' treely, 


231 


Ffeecly: According to the Account you 
as given me of Nearchus, I cannot 
conceive theſe will be very great, and 
Ithink further that thoſe have very ill 
Founded Notions, who are of a contrary 
; Lon. A Man of an eſtabliſhed Cha- 
Jracter, amiable Qualities, and independent 
Fortune, is too valuable a Member of 
Society to be much hurt by a vile, ſcan- 
J dalous, and groundleſs Calumny ; which 
his very Character renders it ſo extreamly 
g improbable as to prevent its gaining any 
Belict, and yet without its gaining velicf, 
Fit is impoſlible | it ſhould do him any Hurt. 
IIt is in ſuch Caſes as theſe, Sir, that the 
Worth of a Man's Character appears, it is 
that impenetrable Armour that blunts 
Ithe Shafts of Envy, and defies the Out- 
rage of Malice. If Licentiouſneſs was 
— reſtrained, almoſt all Mens Cha- 
racters would be upon a Level, or at leaſt 
There would be no Diſtinction made be- 
ween the Hypocrite and the Man of 
Honour, as it is the Reſentment which 
The World has ſhewn, of the Injury offered 
ces to this Gentleman, is the higheſt poſſible 
ind Reparation jor ſuch an Affront ; and in 
ly. | * Opinion does him ten Times more 
„ Honour, 
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Honour, than ſuch a pitiful, anony- 
mous, and infamous Slander can do him 


Hurt. 


As for the injured Tobigenia, tho' T 
have the higheſt Tenderneis for ſo deſerving 
a Character; yet, I cannot fay, I am in 


any more Pain about it. For as Virtue 
and good Senſe will not defend us rom 


being overturned in a Coach, or ſplaſhed 
in the Streets, ſo to all Intents and Pur- 


poſes this is as much an Accident as either 


ot thoſe; and ought to be ſo regarded. 


For with whom, in the Name of Wonder, 
can it hurt her? not with thoſe who Þ 


know ir to be falſe, for they muſt conſi- 
der it as an Injury, which no Wiidom 


could foreſee, or Prudence avoid. Not 


with the reſt of the Worid, who are now 


as much convinced of the Fallehood, as 


thoſe who know her beſt, all cherelore 


that I can foreſee will follow from it, is 
this, that People will ſee from hence that 


the faireſt and brighteſt Characters, are 
not exempt from being Objects ol Envy, 
Malice, and Abuſe, 


You will probably cry out, And is this Ss 


no Injury ? Is this no Hardihip ? Is this 
a Thing 


: [ 25 ] 


n a Thing not to be reſented > Why really, 
3 upon mature Deliberation, I think ſo. 
For do but conſider, Sir, what are the 

1 | envious, malicious, and abuſive Part of | 
og the World, but the moſt vicious, aban- 
in 4 doned, and infamous Refuſe of human 
rue Nature; and how is it poſſible, that a 
om Woman of Virtue, Honour, and amiable 
10d MY Qualities, can be well with theſe 2 Alas, 
Gs Sir, there is no ſuch Thing as pleaſing 
her Tall the World, or being upon goed Terms 
ied. i with all the World. Thoſe u ho ſtand 
der, right in the Opinion of the judicicus, re- 
hs | Iligious, and moral Part ot Mankind, are 
als; 1 appy ; and it would be a very hard Cale 
jom indeed, if any Part of their Felicity could 
Not 1 de taken from them, by that oppoſite 
109 Race of Folks, who, as they are void of 
WA. Reputation themſelves, are in a conſtant 
, us | rate of War with thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
t. is pf that rich Jewel. So that to ſpeak 
ol Frvly, theſe Calumnies are not only feeble 
are ind impotent Attempts, which ſhew at 
Ince the Weakneſs and Wickedneſs ot 
Boſe who contrive them; but they are 
this N ally TRIBVUTES to that Character they 
this e. meant to injure; tor thôſe v ho pro- 
ning Fee Lies of People, have certainly 20 
ruth to tell; and the ſhameleſs Utter- 
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ance of Falſhoods is the only negative 
Proof of Virtue that theſe baſe Teapia, 


can poſſibly give. 


Upon the whole, believe me, Sir, this 
Reproach will never be remembered, but 
in Honour of the Parties it was meant to 
ſtain; and will be ſo tar from having any 
ill Effects, that it will raiſe a ſtrong Emu- 
lation amongſt the Wiſe, the Virtuous, 
and the Good, to ſhew the utmoſt Atten- 
tion to, and relpect tor Perſons who have 
been ſo cruelly attacked, meerly from 
that cauſcleis Hatred, which the Envious 
and Malicicus bear, and will ever bear, 
to thole who move in a ſuperior- Sphere, 


and with tuperior Luſtre ; -which, while 3 


it is thought of, will be deteſted and de- 


ſpiſed, and which will ſoon ſink into that 
Darkneſs and Oblivion, that is the- pro- | 


per Receptacle of ſuch filly, idle, and ly- 7 


wg Stories, 


{ 


Theſe, Sir, are Goals my Sentiments 8 j 
of the Thing, and I dare ſay are fo of | 


every Man ot Senſe and Honour; and 1 


hope I have given you a full Proof of the 


Concera I take in every Thing which 
allects you, though, to ſay the Truth, I 
think | 
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think Things of this Nature affect every 
Man, who has a Reputation to loſe, or 
a Regard for the Wellare of his Neigh- 
bours, which, with my hearty — 
conclude _ 


Tours, Gc. 


Tueſday Evening. 
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